WEB RESEARCH PROJECTS

CHAPTER 3
Using the Internet: 
Making the Most of the Web’s Resources

Discussion Questions 

1. 
Like most technology, the Internet and its uses continue to grow and evolve. Some people use the Internet to take online courses to earn college credit. Others use the Internet for entertainment purposes: instant messaging, listening to music, gaming, and so on. Still others use it for podcasting, blogging, and managing personal Web sites. Some use it for financial transactions, such as banking and selling or trading stocks online. What is your level of Internet interaction? What do you use the Internet for? What Internet tools and applications would you like to see developed in the future? How would those tools make your life easier and more enjoyable?


Answers will vary. 

2. According to the chapter, e-mail is fast becoming the main form of communication in the twenty-first century, and it is the primary reason people use the Web. Most Americans who access the Internet indicate that one of their main activities online is sending and receiving e-mail. Is that true for you? If not, what electronic communication method do you use most? Why do you think e-mail has become so popular? Are there any drawbacks to using e-mail?

Answers will vary. 

E-mail has quickly caught on as the primary method of electronic communication because it’s fast and convenient and reduces the costs of postage and long-distance phone calls. In addition, with e-mail, the sender and receiver don’t have to be available at the same time in order to communicate.

One of the drawbacks to e-mail is the large amount of spam that users receive. Spam-filtering software and built-in spam filters can help reduce the amount of spam you receive. Another drawback to e-mail is phishing. Phishing e-mails pose as authentic e-mails from real sources (such as a customer’s bank) and lure Internet users into revealing personal information (such as credit card numbers or Social Security numbers) that could lead to identity theft.
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Web Project 1: Which Web Browser Should I Use?
Once you are connected to the Internet, in order to locate, navigate to, and view Web pages, you need special software—a Web browser—installed on your system. If you purchase a computer from a retail store, the computer typically has a browser installed on it. However, there are other Web browsers available as well. You can use the browser already installed on your computer, replace it with another, or have several installed on your machine.

Using the Internet, locate and research three Web browsers. Compare and contrast these browsers. With which operating systems are they compatible? What are the features of the software? What are the advantages and disadvantages? After making your comparison, decide which browser you would most likely use.

Suggested Web Sites:

http://websearch.about.com/od/whatistheinternet/a/browser.htm
http://www.extremetech.com/article2/0,1697,1990859,00.asp
http://www.consumersearch.com/www/internet/web-browser-reviews/comparison.html
http://www.learnthenet.com/english/html/12browser.htm
http://www.yourhtmlsource.com/starthere/browserreview.html
http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-3118_7-6226062-1.html
Suggested Keywords:

Web Browsers, Compare Browsers, Review Browsers
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Web Project 2: Search Engines 

We all know that the Internet has literally billions of Web pages offering information on virtually any topic. However, how do we find the specific information we are looking for? To narrow down the massive quantity of information present on the Web, we can use a search engine. A search engine—a set of programs that searches the Web for specific words (keywords) you wish to query (look for)—returns a list of the Web sites on which those keywords are found. However, which search engine should we use?
Using the Internet, locate, research, and describe three search engines. To stay competitive, each search engine has unique features. List the features that make each of the three search engines unique. 

Once you have described the search engines, try them out. Come up with a subject to search, and try each engine. How many hits do you get from each search engine? After using all three, which one you do you prefer? Why?
Suggested Web Sites:

http://searchenginewatch.com/showPage.html?page=2156221
http://www.infopeople.org/search/chart.html
http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/SearchEngines.html
http://www.noodletools.com/debbie/literacies/information/5locate/adviceengine.html
Suggested Keywords:

Search Engines, Compare Search Engines, Search Engine Reviews
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Web Project 3: Podcasting
A podcast is an audio or video file that has been compressed and uploaded to the Web. The term podcasting is slightly misleading—you don’t need to own an iPod to listen to one. Any device or program capable of playing MP3 files allows you to hear a podcast. Of course, if a podcast contains video, you need to use a device capable of displaying video if you want to get the full impact of the program. If you subscribe to a podcast, you don’t have to look for it; the latest updates will always be waiting for you. And if you’d like to create your own podcast, you need only a few key items to do so. Podcast content can range from amateur radio shows or talk shows to audible books to programs professionally created for business or educational purposes. Podcasts are available for a vast array of topics. 

For this project, select a topic approved by your instructor. You can explore either a technology-related podcast program or something covering a personal hobby or interest. Use a podcast directory or search engine such as iTunes or Podscope to locate three podcasts on your topic. Write a brief paper including the following content:

· Describe your search process. What podcast directory or search engine did you use? Did you use more than one search tool?

· Identify the three podcasts you located, and summarize the content of each. 

· What tool did you use to listen to or view the podcasts? 

· Compare and contrast the production quality of the three podcasts, and evaluate their content. Did any appear to be professionally done? Was the content legitimate and worthwhile? Would you subscribe to any of these podcasts for future listening? Why or why not?

· Do you think you could create a better podcast on this topic? What tools would you need to do so?

Suggested Web Sites:

http://podcasts.yahoo.com/start
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/multimedia/podcasts.html
http://www.podcastingnews.com/topics/Podcast_Software.html
http://www.speedofcreativity.org/podcast-resources 

Suggested Keywords:

Podcast, Podcast Directory, Podcast Search, Evaluating Podcasts, Podcast Aggregator
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Web Project 4: Evaluating Web Sites and Resources
Whether you are surfing the Internet for your own pleasure or conducting important research, it’s important to know whether the Web site or resource you’re viewing is legitimate. As you’ve seen throughout Chapter 3, it can be easy to create a Web site, blog, wiki, or podcast. But easy doesn’t mean accurate! This chapter lists five key questions to consider when deciding whether the information you’ve found on the Internet is credible:

1. Who is the author of the article or the sponsor of the site?

2. For what audience is the site intended?

3. Is the site biased?

4. Is the information in the site current?

5. Are the links valid and appropriate?

Select a topic that has been approved by your instructor, and locate three Internet resources about your topic. Review the suggested Web sites listed below for additional ideas about determining site validity. Apply the appropriate evaluation criteria to each site, and determine the legitimacy of the resources you’ve selected. Write a brief paper identifying the selected sites or resources, describing your results for each site, and summarizing your findings.

Suggested Web Sites:

http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
http://www.snopes.com
http://www.virtualchase.com/quality 

Suggested Keywords:

Evaluation Criteria, Evaluating Web Sites, Site Legitimacy, Hoax Sites, Web Site Quality
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